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ready with a. detailed reply, as if he had had it in his mind
for weeks. The whole evening was one of the pleasantest
I ever had at The Club.
April 3. Bruce Richmond has just told me a lovely story
about Walter de la Mare. He is at last getting well fast
after his very long illness, but he was for three weeks at
the very gates of death. On one of these days his younger
daughter said to him as she left him, " Is there nothing I
could get for you, fruit or flowers ? " On which in a weak
voice he could just—so characteristically, answer: "No,
no, my dear; too late for fruit, too soon for flowers! "
July 26. We went to the Buckingham Palace Garden
Party and enjoyed it, seeing lots of people. Among others
I talked with the Archbishop of York,1 and was glad to
find him strongly opposed to a scheme for a volume of
more or less complimentary essays to be edited by J.
Buchan and me and presented to the Archbishop of
Canterbury on his golden wedding-day. Young Longman
had just been to see me about it and I had practically
declined on the ground that the scheme was imprac-
ticable and / think also undesirable. Had much talk
with Buchan of other matters, chiefly of Baldwin, of
whom he sees a great deal. ... He believes (as I do)
Baldwin has an enormous hold on the country—per-
sonally not politically—is as popular in Scotland, and
has a position there such as no one has had since Mr. G.
He attributes part of B.'s popularity to the decay of
political interests in people—it is felt, Buchan says, that
Baldwin is not interested in politics. If that is true, I think
it a very unfortunate reason for the popularity of a Prime
Minister!
July 31. I have toiled uncomfortably and unhopefully
all this summer at this Shakespeare book I foolishly
promised Squire to write. I shall hope to get it finished by
Christmas. Squire, I suppose, would have written it in
a month! I have little to say and the only good of this job
is the careful reading of Shakespeare,
1 Dr. Lang.

